Surgically induced topographical abnormalities after LASIK: management of central islands, corneal ectasia, decentration, and irregular astigmatism.
Proper preoperative evaluation is critical for avoiding many postoperative complications associated with laser in-situ keratomileusis (LASIK). Proper nonsurgical management includes careful monitoring of patients during the recovery period using various testing procedures, including corneal topography. When surgical intervention is required, a stepwise approach often is used as a conservative treatment, allowing further treatment if necessary. Many complications after LASIK are amenable to further treatment. However, it often is advisable to monitor patients until improved instrumentation is developed. The authors review the etiology and management of several complications after LASIK by reviewing the literature and relaying their own clinical experiences.